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RESULTS

Comparison of Cases With and Without Possible

CASE SELECTION

B ATblipay MaTb oCTaBu/1a rogoBasioro ‘ : _
pe6eHKa Ha )Kape B MalUMHe: ManbiLu Forgotten Baby Syndrome’ Case Inclusion,

enBa He 3af0XHY/CH from N = 164 Separate Fatal Incidents
: .I'ﬂE,EI.MHI.-“I Cracni HHzHbe ;}EEEHHE.GHE’IE emy IRCTReHHYD NOoOMOLLLE. (1 66 Ch i Id deathS)

False Memories

All incidents / With possible No false
cases false memory memory

Male child vietit | 23149 (47%) 9112 (75%)*  3/12 (25%)
Ageofchildvicim 204 (13.2)  24.9(13.6)  19.0 (12.9)

Aspect

164 separate incidents of

fatal pediatric vehicular
heatstroke

(months)
. More than one 2/48 (4%) 2/10 (20%)* 0/38 (0%)
+ 60 not cognitive fatality
Number of children 1.7 (1.1) 2.3 (1.4) 1.5 (0.9)
In vehicle
D - Sex of aduls- 21; 4: 17:
- ) 104 cognitive incidents eX|\(/|);|f];|3u > 29:21:2 6:4:0 19:17:2
e o 20 e e vy R Only one aduitin - 46/48 (96%) ~ 10/10 (100%) ~ 36/38 (95%)
“crnuﬂh; Bpayei, MU3Hb Mzn::la yg:::c:cnanu, cun::ae"r Ell.kz co ::::muﬁ :a npecc- . . u UG
e ot | 26 ambiguous, cognitive Routineness of 2.0 (1.5) 2.0 (1.4) 2.0 (1.5)
and other causes journey
Number of stops 2.7 (1.5) 2.4 (1.0) 2.8 (1.6)
planned

Data are shown as mean (+SD) or count (+%). ! Sex information not
available for one case, * = p <.05, M:F:B = male : female : both male
and female adults in the vehicle.

78 clear cognitive incidents

24 insufficient 15 person
information / details

= Accidental death of boys was significantly more
associated with false memories than death of girls.

" |ncidents with more than one fatality were also
associated with the development of false memories.

= QOther details of the children, adults, and the journey
were not linked to false memories.

54 clear cognitive incidents,
with sufficient details

6 error was of
communication

WHAT IS CAUSING THESE FALSE
MEMORIES?

A48 cases of ‘forgotten baby

syndrome” with sufficient
information available
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' m |t seems possible that response to intense

. psychological trauma is part of the cause.

. ® Death of a boy was more likely than death of a girl to
. involve false memory. There is past research that
' suggests grief is strongly when child fatalities are
: male.

m Explicit False 1 - = However, the likely mechanism is schema-based
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ANALYSIS

Proportion of Selected Cases (n = 48) and
Frequency of False Memories

Memory S memory recall.

' = Driving is a very automized activity, meaning it can
be done without conscious attention [4l.

- ® Driving is known to produce high levels of false
memories that are schema-based, i.e., things that

1 frequently occur in stereotypical journeys Pl

. ® We suggest that cognitive science theory based on
schematic memory representations, such as script
theory [l can explain false memories observed in
fatal pediatric vehicular heatstroke.

Probable False
Memory

Possible False
Memory

No Mention of 38
False Memory
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CONCLUSIONS

Although strong evidence was rare, we can
confirm that false memories do occur.

We found two cases of either explicit or probable
false memory following accidental death of a child.
Tentatively, we provided evidence that false
memories occur more often with male fatalities,
and more often when there are multiple fatalities.
We propose an explanation of why false
memories occur based on script theory [°]
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